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Gritz says he lacks proot
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about POWs

Ev1dence not

‘hard»fl.r.m; s

From Wire Services

Tested after a fruitless effort to. free
‘American ‘prisoners :of -war. he: 5ays
.are.in Southeast Asia)told Oongres
westerday that he -doesn’t’ have any

“hard, firm” evidence to-support his :
claim thatat mso Amencans are <

being held.

. “ldon't have a mbbxt I could pull :
out of a hat” to prove that there are"’
any POWs, Mr..Gritz.said in answer <
to questions from the Bouse Foreign ;.

Affairs subcomxmttee on Asxan and
Pacific affairs. .

Nevertheless, . ,he usand, mforma

tion gleahed by -his team during

“‘Operation Lazarus,”. the privately "
financed raid be led last month, con-

vinced him that “at least 50” Ameri-
cans were still being beld in Laos.

this, telling the subcommittee that

by embarking on a private mission,

* Mr. Gritz had Barmed-official efforts -~
to account for Americans still miss-:
ing 10 years after US comhat troops )

pulied out of Indochina. -
In answer to several qustxons

trom committee: members, Mr. Gritz"

said be had “important Dew evi-

dence” that he had refused to ‘turn.
over to U.S. intelligence agencies:be-
cause he didnt thmk it would be tak- :

' enseriously. ..U
' Five separate Laouan sourcs

gave his group evidence that Ameri: f

cans prisoners are bemg held there,
- Mr. GntzsaxcL L st e

“I have conaete endence, as

see 'it, that at. least .50 Americans

-are being beld, he said, The Pentagon”

has informationon 200 to. 250 Amen-

- cans, beadded. L ;a

. Mr. Gritz- 'to ~turn over
his evxdence to. tbe nommxttee, but

later concedéd that it hasxcaIly con-
* sisted of reports from his Laotian as-

- sociates and was not of a “documen- {

.“tary” nature.

“I have the’ same evxdence that
" - night be presented to a -convention
of clergymen_#.hat God‘ex:ss" bhe

«defected from the operatlon and told
e-press about it while Mr. - Gritz
and-his: team ‘were in- -Liaos, en-route
'to . a'‘Communist ..outpost ‘where he
:thought about 10 Amencanswerebe-

. forma after the raxd, he- saxd photo-
".graphs ‘taken by a. Laotian ‘working '
with !ns gronp wou]d show a POW

give them to the committee. .
Adm. Allan-Paulson, of tbe De-

The Pentagon ‘sharply disputed '_—'- dense Intelligence ‘Agency, told -the

committee that the.Laotiap national

. who was Mr. Gritz's chief intelli-
- gence source-on Amenm pnsoners
was unrellabl& e
“That individual has been -poly~:
-graphbed [given lie -detector tests);
twice by us’in December of last year |
"and 11 meonths before, in both cases !
indicating complete deceptmn," Ad-!

miral Paulson said.

- The admiral. said -Mr.-Gritz, ‘who
served in the Army Special Forces'
. during -the -Vietnam: War, was a
g ."tbrave .and - capable; sold:er ” -but

sharply guestioned his. methock.“

“Mr. Gritz said, ‘as he has before, |
* ~that the U.S. government knew about |
~and supported. his efforts. During his
“foray into Laos, be said; “tessages
40 e’ mdlcated positive .support"

Pentagon and. State Department

f;- oiﬁcla}s, bowever. denied ‘yesterday
;thatothey had supported Mr Gntz’

m LT e

e A}

He said that when he looks at the -
1. PICtUres..now,- however,- bhe - finds
. “nothing ‘there that wouild “provide
-:any -usable -evidence ” “He “did :not
bring the pictures but promxsed to
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